CHAPTER X

THE   STRUGGLE   BETWEEN   HEART   AND   THRONE

1846-7

King Ludwig was now in his sixty-first year. His zest for work

and his longing to make people happy had not diminished.  The

light in his study still shone at four every morning across the empty

square in front of the Palace.   Thousands of marginal notes on

reports bore witness to his efforts to do his best for his country.

But the King was depressed. His sixtieth birthday made a terrible

impression upon him, the more so as this day, the stepping-stone

from maturity to old age, found his heart empty, lacking the magic

which had been essential to him in that constant succession of

beautiful and intelligent women. That magic was as the breath of

life to him and without it he could not live.  His wise and kindly

wife had long since recognized this and had adjusted her life and

attitude accordingly. Was this to be the end? Had the ravages of

time taken such toll of Ludwig's appearance that he could no

longer hope to find favour in the eyes of a woman? Were his fiery

spirit, his trenchant speech, his passionate nature no longer

capable of influencing the other sex?   For a long time the King

had looked older than he really was, but now he could have passed

for fifty. He had never been good-looking, it is true, and age had

not altered this.   On the contrary, a cyst began to form on his

forehead, which was painful and also disfiguring. But his longing

to attract women was stronger than ever, just at the moment when

Nature was apparently bidding Ludwig take a final farewell from

that which is so beautiful in life, the rapture that each feels who

has aroused liking, even love, in another, especially when that

other is a beautiful and desirable being.

Such was Ludwig's mood when he was informed by the Directors
of the Court Theatre that a Spanish dancer, Sefiora Maria de los
Dolores Porris y Montez, had applied for permission to dance there.
Her name was familiar to the officials for she had appeared once at
a London theatre, but it was said that her tournee had not passed
off without incident. Beyond that nothing was known except that
she had travelled extensively and had been concerned in legal
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